County Councillor Report for July 2026

Please contact me any time on:

John.patient@gloucestershire.gov.uk Tel: 07891 321904

And please report any Highways defects via the Fix My Street app or
https://fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk/

For parish councillors & clerk use only via highwayscouncillors@gloucestershire.gov.uk-feel free to copy
me in.

County News

GCC Meetings

County Council

motions were passed on:

- Extending Youth Voice in Climate Decision-Making

- Community Energy and Community Benefit for Gloucestershire

- Highways Community Partnership

- Donation of Decommissioned Fire Engines to Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine

For the whole agenda and members and public questions please follow this link:
Agenda for County Council on Wednesday 24 June 2026, 10.00 am
https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ielListDocuments.aspx?Cld=333&MId=12167

Committee Meetings

Also held this month were meetings of the:

Meeting of Commons and Rights of Way Committee.

Pension Committee

Constitution Committee

Appointments Committee

The Economic Strategy Scrutiny Committee, which | chair, is being reorganised to have a wider brief. |
will now be additionally scrutinising:

e Economic development & regeneration

e Spatial planning and major infrastructure

e Climate change adaptation and resilience

e Climate change mitigation

e Air quality, ecology, biodiversity and nature recovery

e Flood resilience and prevention

e Mineral and waste planning

e Waste reduction and disposal
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Cabinet Decisions

Joint Minerals and Waste Plan - production of a new Minerals and Waste plan in accordance with the
Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023

Gloucestershire E-Scooter Trial Extension and proposed procurement for combined E-scooter & E-Bike
Scheme - extend the term of the council’s current Gloucestershire e-scooter contract for a further
period of 12-months

Approved the adoption of the Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) Green Skills Strategy 2026-2030

Agreed to Conduct a competitive procurement process in respect of a multi-supplier Light Touch Open
Admission SHaRe (Support, Help and Resources) Light Touch Open Admission Framework Agreement

Agreed to allocate the 2025/26 revenue budget underspend of £7.642 million to the following reserves:
e £1.070 million to the Local Government Reorganisation Reserve, to achieve a balance of £11.7
million which has previously been identified as GCC’s minimum share of transition costs.

e The balance of the underspend, £6.572 million, is transferred to the Risk and Opportunities
Reserve, to be held pending further Cabinet review of any emerging risks or opportunities in the
current financial year.

Council Strategy Action Plan Update, and Finance, Performance and Risk Monitoring Report: Q4
2025/26

Junction 10 Improvements Scheme - Notice to proceed with Main Works

Local Government Reorganisation (LGR)

We are expecting to hear what form LGR will be for Gloucestershire around the middle of July.

Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund

Money has started to be received by successful applicants to the County Council’s Grassroots
Neighbourhood Fund scheme. The scheme is delivering funding to community initiatives which are
making a positive impact on health and wellbeing, access to nature, digital inclusion, community
cohesion, and reducing inequalities. | have allocated £14,000 of the £20,000 assigned to me to support
projects in the Haresfield & Upton division.

More information about the scheme is available on
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/grassroots-neighbourhood-fund/
Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund | Gloucestershire County Council
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Highways

A417 Missing Link and Air Balloon roundabout works

National Highways have announced that from 6am on Monday 29 June, traffic on the A417
between Gloucester and Cirencester will be switched onto a new temporary route from the
A46 Brockworth interchange to the former Cowley roundabout. This arrangement is
expected to be in place for at least five weeks while they continue building the new road.
What to expect:

- Narrower lanes and a 40mph speed limit

- Single-lane traffic in both directions between A46 Brockworth Junction and Air Balloon

- Permanent closure of the existing A417 between Air Balloon and the B4070

This change allows them to keep traffic moving and continue construction safely.

Plan ahead:

National Highways expect significant delays, so please allow extra time for your journey. If
you’re travelling longer distances, consider alternative routes, especially during peak
times.

National Highways A40 Over Bridge works

From 8 June until spring 2027 National Highways will be carrying out essential repair and
maintenance work on Over Bridge. The A40 runs across the bridge, over the River Severn,
connecting Gloucester, Cheltenham and Ross on Wye.

Drivers are advised to use alternative routes where possible, especially during peak travel
Times.

Lane closures will be in place during day times and occasional full closures will be in place
over night. National Highways: South-West is working hard to make sure activity is as
coordinated as possible, and disruption kept to a minimum. However, they recognise this
won’t remove all disruption and apologise in advance for the inconvenience the works will
cause. Although they are not our works, we will do all we can to support National Highways
to keep any impact as limited and short as possible.

The slip road which links the A417 Over Causeway to the A40 westbound will be closed
24/7 for the duration of the scheme. Drivers from the A417 travelling onto the A40
westbound will need to join by the roundabout.

Please share this message to help reduce congestion and delays.

For further information or any concerns, please follow the links above or contact National Highways:
info@nationalhighways.co.uk Tel: 0300 123 5000

Summer Holiday Activities and Food Programme (HAF)

A wide range of free, fun activities and nutritious food will be on offer for eligible children and young
people across the county to keep them happy, healthy and entertained from Wednesday 22 July to
Tuesday 1 September for the summer school holidays.

Children in Reception to Year 11 who receive benefits-related free school meals can take part.



To view the activities on offer families should visit the Family Hubs booking system and create an
account: https://familyhubs.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ Home Bookings will be open from midday on
Monday 6 July.

Library Challenge 2026

This is taking place this summer in all Gloucestershire libraries for all children age 3 +.

There are lots of fun, interactive activities. Travel through time, get reading, complete tasks and earn
free rewards! You can try them on your own, or team up with friends, siblings, or grown-ups.

Show your activity in any way you like - write it, draw it, stick things in, or add photos. It’s your time-
travelling story, so make it your own! If you need inspiration, just ask your library for activity sheets to
help you get started.

Download The Library Challenge 2026 Map at Welcome to The Library Challenge! | Gloucestershire
Libraries to explore the 6 different zones: Daring Dreamers, Lost Worlds and Hidden Treasures,
Courageous Quests, Big Stories Small Island, Perilous Past, and Epic Myths and Fables.

The Library Challenge will be running in July and helps children stay connected to reading over the
school holidays, when literacy levels can often dip.

The challenge is simple, free and open to all children through their local library. Children sign up, borrow
books, complete fun tasks and work towards Bronze, Silver and Gold awards — all designed to keep
reading enjoyable and help families visit libraries regularly.

Library staff will be taking the message into schools with around 100 assemblies planned before
summer, alongside online resources and in-library promotion.

But Gloucestershire Libraries are parishes to get behind the campaign: Please encourage schools in
your area to take part, celebrate the value of libraries, and help us raise the profile of reading across

Gloucestershire.

Please do get involved on social media too: visit your local library, take a selfie, and share it alongside
our campaign content to help spread the message further.

Moving around useful links

National PTI - welcome for Public Transport Information

County bus network maps | Gloucestershire County Council

How to book a journey | Gloucestershire County Council for Robin buses

Rights of way online map | Highways

Chief Fire Officer Mark Preece to retire on 1 October 2026
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Mark joined the Service in December 2019 as the Assistant Chief Fire Officer, being promoted to Deputy
Chief Fire Officer in 2020 and then to Executive Director of Community Safety and Chief Fire Officer in
2022. His long career in fire and rescue started in 1991 when he joined Hereford and Worcester Fire and
Rescue Service as a firefighter going on to serve in a number of key roles.

He has led Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service (GFRS) through a period of significant change and
challenge, with a focus on strengthening service delivery, improving culture and modernising the
service to meet the needs of Gloucestershire's communities.

The council's Appointments Committee will consider options for recruiting a new Chief Fire Officer and
Executive Director of Community Safety. The recommended approach is to launch recruitment in 2027.
Subject to the committee's decision, temporary leadership arrangements will be putin place ahead of
Mark's retirement

Other Gloucestershire News

Nearly 2,000 unsafe ‘squishy’ toys have been seized by Trading Standards. They are urging consumers
to stay vigilant when buying toys. Common issues included strong chemical smells and missing or
inadequate safety labelling. Some products also lacked key information such as UKCA or CE markings,
manufacturer details and safety warnings — all of which are required to show a toy meets UK safety
requirements. Anyone who has bought a potentially unsafe toy, or is concerned about products being
sold, should report it via the Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline on 0808 223 1133.



