
Harescombe Parish Councitr

Parislr Council Meeting - lgth February 2024
Minutes

Time commenced - 1930
Attendees - David Rowson (DR), Stephen Davies (SD), Kath Pritchard (I(P), Cmoline
Ractliffe {CR), Paul Richards {PR), Tom Leeper (TL - completed minutes in clerk's absence)

0'!ifi2.?4 Public question tirne - trimited to 15 rninutes.

DR- asked for details of the preiposed Whadelon development.

CR - gave an overview includinE the traffie related problerns. The website was
shown tCI *R . There will be bus and bike access fronr the proposed development to
Naas Lane. There are eoncerns re traffic at St Barnabas roundabout"

KP- Jct 12 is already very busy. The road from l*lares*ombe to l*lare*field is a{ready very
busy, Harescombe speed limit is 60 rnph and may become a rat run.

SD * iocal plan is b*ing worked on by Stroud. lt went to inspection last summei'when it was
stated that it will not wark because of the states of I\{5 Jcts 1? and 14" $troud District Council
(SDCi have been granted an extension of 10 months to prcduce locai plan * i.e. until Oet
2S24, Gloucester City Cauncii (GCC) are paying for a report relating to the possible
development of Jct 12 at a cost of €200k; this feasibility plan make take up to 5 years.
Whaddon, Hunts Grove, Whitr,rinster may be viable development sites it Jct 'tr2 is
developed. $DC are plannlng to do a feasibility study re Jct 14 even though it falls outside of
$DC's are of responsibility. Taytor Wimpey (TVifl have rnade a planning application * it witl
likely run into trouble because Gloucester Highways and GCC have sd that the St Barnabas
jct couid nat cope with the vclunre of traffic. SDC will likely refuse the Whaddon planning
application anc{ TW will likely appeal. lt r,vill go to inspection - the proce$s will take 5 months.
Whitminster, fuioreton Valence and Standish are potential development sites so far as $DC
is c*ncerned. Whiie GCC have never articuiated number of houses they need, SDe are
intending to include Whaddon irr the local ptran to heip GCC" $DC have a duty to help GCC.
Chloe Turner is head of envir*nnient camrnittee within SDC. There is no joint strategy with
GCC. While South Glos's locai plan is to expand size of existing villages {dispersal), $DC
have decided against this, and instead iook to establish new sites for housing. There wiil be
electians on May 2^ Currently a Green led alliance is in control at SDC. Post election, there
is likely to be Labaur led alliance; there will be new councillors" lt is unlikely that this wili
mean that Whaddon wili be omitted from the locai plan, on the basis that a Labour led
ailianc* initially has been in favcur of ineluding the developrnent *f Whaddon lnto the local
pian. Traffic concerns for Harescombe arising or"it of Whaddon development proposels
include Harescombe being used as a cut through, and the prablems in accessing Gloucester
via the $t Barnabas Jct. Jct 12 argument shouid be included in iist of objections. Nc
additionai Dr or Dentist is provided for in the TW proposal. lf Whitmirrster is developed

lHitchins proposing 2S00 heuses) that rnight lessen chances of Whaddon developrnent" As a
parish Council, inrportant that there is strong re$ponse. lndividuals shsuld not cut and paste
ohjections * u$e yCIur own words. Fuli Budget at SDC on Thursday evening; SDC and GCC
are solvent. The hudget is iargely the same as last year. 3 after 3 in carparks will be nioved
ts 3 aften 2. An extra pianning officer to be appeiinted with responsibility for" biodiversity;
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Harescombe Parish Council
plannir"rg fees to be increased to cover this. Current no more money is proposed for planning
enforcement.

KF * Stroud is considering io fund f200k to assess Jct 14 which is outside sf their
jurisdietion.

$D - Dave l\4ossrnan attended the Council meetlng re local plan, as did Mark Ryder. SD will
chase Mark Ryder for notes of Ebley meeting.

pR - TW say they are fulfilling a iocal need which does not appear to be true. What they
have said re impact on traffic does not appear to be true.

DR leaves

0?/CI2.24 Tc receive apologles for absence.

Cllr. Perkins, Parish Clerk S. Hale,

Sue Williams

03102.24 Member's declaration of interest to items on the agenda.

PR - Ferrycroft parking application may benefit the area in which PR lives, but application
withdrawn

KP - I have an lnterest in relation to Church matters

84102.24 Approve the rninutes for 20tr' November 20?3.

Approved: KP propcsed, CR seconded

05f02.24 Report from District Councillor $tephen Davies

$ee above

06/02.24 Report from County Councillor Sue Williams

Absent

CI7/02.24 Finance.

07/0?.24.01 lnternal controis and bank reconciliation

2
,Fp\-, 

\er,q

og\t''t '



Harescombe Parish Council
Balance bff 1" April
2023

€16,1"98.31

Receipts

Payments
Balance on

13113/2A73

Lloyds Bank
Baiance at
1s/r.r"/2023

f5,246.15
f 3,475.48

f 17,968.9E

f 1-7,968"98

CLERK'S JVOTE -
During flre rnfernaf confrols proces$, Pauf ffofed f*af a CfI- paymenf rtras awed fo rs.
FYl, (fris fs eurrerftry hetd by SDC and can &e drawn at any fi'me sftould we urisft fo
do so" lt will a*fornaffcally be paid if Clf- or,ved reacltes f5CIS.00

Councillor Richards has signed the internal controis checklist and the bank reconciliation. lt
was noted that we have a CIL payment owrng to us from SDC in region of [20

KP prcposed, CR seccnded

A71A2.24.02 Note & ratify the fciiowing payments

Ratified and agreed: KP proposed, CR secanded

07102.24.03 Consider whether to continue with Town & Parish Councii Website provider

and pay the invoice of [70.CI0, or aiternatively, change to HugoFox @ f9.9S
+ VAT per month or with 15% diseount for an annual payment.

CL ERK'S RFCOI}'E{EfVOA fl OJ1J _

ffesofve fr swifc& to HugloFox Eronze paclraEe at an annual drsccurfed fee of
t122.28 ine VAT. Ilris wiItr gftre ffte parisfu cosrncil a news broadcasf byernar'Is facilify
for fftings iike road cfosures, public eonsutrtafron, encouraging peopfe fo Secome
counciffors, ef6, as parf of a parishioner email reglstration facility through the
websffe. Msre prof*ssfonal than a W&ats-app broadcasf whicft cen be feften over &y
disrnformaffon.

Asffuonse additianal cosf of I ftosrs orrertime for f/le eierk fo build flle new urebsrfe

%h'* Pq

Lx/17./t023 Village Hatl Annual hire far PC rneetings f 220.00

1_9/1212023 PATA Payroll services f 24.00

o2/ou?024 Cierk salary Salary for Q3 E76Z.1V

a8laLl2fr74 HMRC P,qYI f 1"82.00

?

C



Harescombe Parish Council
Decision deferred until Simon back" Whatsapp is working well at present. Concerns re
finarrcial inrplications of change and more than one primary $ource of information.

071CI2.24.04 Consider Section 137 charity donations for the benefit of the parish
(Voluntary Wardens, Air Ambuiance, etc).

CLERK'S ffOfE * far your considerafion,
ln 2022 * 2023 yau donated as follows;

Cofswold Voluntary Wardens - nOA
Sunflower Sufcrde Supporf - t250
{"ongrfiefd Hospfce - €250

ln 2021 * 2022 yau donated as follows;

Cofswolds Valuntary Wardens - f,254
&ir Arnbulancs - f200
Langfield €ospice - t250

Unaninroi.rs Decisicn

. Cotswold Wardens f,250

. South West Air Ambulance C250

n $unf{ower Suicide Support [200

KF proposed, CR seconded

A7182.24.A5 Consider options for Queen Eiizabeth ll and commit to any spending as
agreed.

CLERK'S REgOMft4EfVDA T'OfiI _

Kath has researcfied and circulated 3 opfions, andhas been in liaison wittt the PCC
for sffing the armi{larp Resolrre to make a decisfoa as to whick ta purchase and fhe
casf and I will arrange purchase and delivery {ta whom?).

Unanirnous Decision to Budget fon f 1000.

KP proposed, CR seconded

ATlA2"24,A6 i-lalf-day rate for Painswick Handymen is {30.00. Councilto consider a list
of srnalljobs for completion and clerk to arrange.

CLERK'S RECOMMENDA T'ON *

Agree a jols lisf and delegrate fo me up to fiAA {p/e,nty more fftan enough,} fo gef
ffte jo0s compJeted fiy eiflrer Painswicfr Parisfi Couneil Handymen or ffie local
fradesrran {either Kath or Caroline mentianed} at my discre#on.
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I'{arescornbe Parlsh Council
KP - Nick Wilcox is t20 ph if using hand tools. He does have public liability insurance. But
we should find out about Painswiek handyman"

CR - handyman needs to declog grill. Simon to provide further info re $sainswick l-'landyman.

Agreed list of possible Jobs for F{andyman:

r Clearing drains and declaging grills between Mayos farm and grass triangie.

o Walking around village and identify drains and exposing covers so that they can be
jetted

47 a2.24.07 consider bank signatories ahead of the impending election.

CLERK'S RECOMMENDATION _

We will need at least initially 2 and preferably 3 signatories for payrnent
authorisation fronr councillors intonding to stay on for re-election.

KP will be standing down in tuIay. CR might stay on beyond May if no other applicants, but
not as Chair.

Simon is asked to ciarify consequences of a Councillor missing 3 Haresconrbe Parish
Council meetings.

47f42.24.Q8 l{ote that GAPTC have agreed to act as lnternalAuditors

noted

07102.24.09 Note precept demand for f5,250 has been submitted and acknowledged by
SDC.

471A2.24.10 Review and readopt Financial Regulations

Readopted on assurnption that $imon has not materially changed contents: KP proposed,
CR seconded.

08102.24 Planning Matters as at 3'd February 2024

08i02.24.01 Reference S.2311468/hlHOLCI

Horsepools House, $evenleaze Lane, [dge, Stroud. GL6 GNJ

Removal of garage and erection of singie storey extension with glazed canopy

Status - Ferrnitted
noted
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Hare$ccmbe Parish Council

$ilfiZ.24.42 Reference S.2311 8O5/HHOLD

The Orchard, Styles Lane, Harescombe, Gloucester. GL4 OXF

Two storey rear extension to house a disabled lift.

$tatus - Fermitted
neted

08/02.24.03 Reference S.2312414/LBC

Application Validated Wed 06 Dec 2023

Horsepools House Sevenleaze Lane fdge Stroud Gioucestershire GL6 6NJ

Window alterations & replacen'rent.

Status - Awaiting decision

noted

AW02.24.A4 Reference S.23/23S4/HHOLD

Application Vaiidated Thu 07 Dec 2023

Perrycroft Brook Lane Brookthorpe Gloucester Gloucestershire GL4 ODS

Erection of a 1.5 storey garage.

Status * Withdrawn by applicant

noted

08/02.24.05 Reference S.2410024/TEL

Comrnunication Station & Premises Edge Stroud Gloucestershire

lnstallation of new radio equipment housing, cable gantry and ancillary development.

Consultation expiry 291h January 2fi24.

Status - Awaiting decision

noted

08102.24.0S Reference S.23/2428/OUT

Land At Vllhaddon Gloucester Gloucestershire

Outline application for up to 2,550 new dwellings (Class C3) with supporting infrastructure

including. a local centre (Class E), comrnunity core (Class E and Class F"2). 150 space

transport modal interchange, primary and secondary schoal education provision {Class

F.1), open space. areas of green infrastructure, watercourse enhancement measures to
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Harescombe Parish Gouncil
the Oaniels Brook, drainage infrastructure, parking and supporting infrastructure and

utilities, and c:-eation of 3no. new access points from the A4173 and 1no. new acce$s point

frorn Naas Lane. All matters reserved apart from access

Standard Consurltation Expiry Date - Fri 09 Feb 2024

Overall Consultation Expiry Date - Wed 21 Feb 2024

$tatus - Awaiting deeision

ln addition to both rnatters referred to by SD above and matters referred to by KP, CR anci PR in their
individual objections, Sinrnn is asked to rnclude the following in the Harescombe Parish Council
objection -

Hiqhwav safetv and Tlgffic Generation
. The foliowing relates to Haresconrbe

o Jct "12 d*es nst have capacity at the rnornent for present traffic

o Current qLieues from Haresfieid lane onto the 84008 which qoes up to

"}unction 12 ( by Dobbies) - proposal will make this worse
o Haresfield - proposal will likely cause queues in rushhour
o ln l-laresfield, school is on the coner, where there is limited parking, at the

moment it is dangerous; parking makes the road a srngle lane:there are sn'lall

children- proposalwill make this worse
o As the 44173 will be busy, significant chance of Harescombe being used for

shortcuts.
o Going intc Gloucester; $t Barnabas Roundabount will not be abie to cope with

the additionaltraffic.
c Traffic increased to unmanageable levels affecting all local roads

Noise *nd Dist}rhanc€
, Tnaffic causing smeiis and fumes and noise and disturbance to unacceptable levels

Lavoutjlnd denEity
o The proposed deveiopment is close to an AF.IOB

Eoad Access

' See KF's submission
* Naas l-ane is unsuitable foi" additional traffic

Lgca I s-trateg is, req iot a l. plan n inq pqliceis
n SDC policy is incomplete
* lriot in locai plan
n $DC appears to be giving land to Glas which has not asked for it

Defiele,ngies in cornnrqnity seciai facilities.".
r Doctor and Dentists - insufficient service provided currently; existing provision of these

services are inadequate, and would be overwhetmed by the proposed additional
population.

Publi_q_Arqnaqe
r Area has flooded in the past; efficacy of TW's proposals uncertain.

lryqqrnpatiFle'. Uses
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Harescombe Parish Council
n l-oss of crucial farm land.
. Brownfield land should be used

CIS/02.2i1 Highways

CI9102.24.01 Update on Grunters Lane flooding - Cllr. Ractliffe.

. CR - met with Paul Helbrcw who says grips put in between Mayos farnr and green
triangle. Not working very effectively. CR has written to Paul Helbrow saying that grips
on Edge common not done. Water goes into Stockend lane and then into Gruntas. Faul
Hebrow has not provided a substantive response.

" CR noted that there had been some tarmacking in Gruntas.
. CR noted that the bank close to Springacre which slipped 2-3 years ago, is starting to

slip again. Highways had said that pile driving would be done - this needs to be followed
up by Simon please.

r Pound of Candles lane - there are rnany potholes which need to be addressed * Simon
please action.

09/02.24.02 Update regarding clearing footpath vegetation on Horsepools Hill- Cllr.

Ractliffe was going to speak with Pau! l'lelbrow during Gruntas Lane

$ite visit

. Some of this work has been done. No further action at this stage

09/02.24.02 Update on 3-way finger post / gradient sign by Edge Church.

CJ-ERK'S UPDATE *
Highways will nat put a separafe gradient sign for Gruntas Lane

CPRE 6los are, as a res.rlf of me infarming them of ather county brancfies warhing with
(herr respective Highways Autkorities, making contact with Cllr Sue Wi{liams fo scope

fhts type of rssue. I still await an email from Cllr Williams as fo whether she fias a

b*rdget from whicfi sfte can assisf. GCC l4ighways will anly re,nove ratker than replace
(fte sign as ffiese are considered redundant and nat replaceablewithin current budgefs.

You *auld cfioose to fund replacement but my first quote for just tfte post & srgn, nof

inclwding any remaval af old orfnstaltratian of new, was t'[,815.00 + VAT

* Noted; Sirnon piease put on Agenda fon next tirne and foliow up with Clr Willianrs.

fi9142.24.Q3 Update on telegraph pole.

CLERK'$ UPDATE

Clerk only received specitic details 2 weeks ago from Cllr Ractliffe as to what the

specific issues were perceived to be with this telegraph pole" Now I have the details I

willtry to progress,
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Harescombe Parish Council

Noted. To be added to agenda for next meeting

09/02"24.04 CIlr Wrlliarns has authorised Chur^ch Lane to be resurfaced.

* Noted

10f02.24 Etrections * Znd fsay

Council to agrec to,

o actively raise awareness of the upcoming elections'

. encourage parishioners to stand for election.

' prom$te the uvork and role of the council.
. encourage residents to vote.

r Noted

1{102.24 Other rnaffers

11t02.24.A'i RandwickConservationArea consultation.

Kp * Randwick have paid for a report, which has helped in relati*n to some planning

nratters. The restrictions on planning devetopments in l-larescombe lTlean that such an

exercise/report is unlikely to materially assist in Harescombe.

e
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CI ERK,S REC OMf,#ET',P,A T I O N

Comsider any response yo# may wish fa make as € co{Jncff to ffle corsulfafion I
circula{ed

ffit12.24 Matters arislng {no decisions can be made on sueh matters}'

Flytipping discussed, inck:ding the flytipping causing Tractor Tyre punctures on Adrian

Ractliffe's land. ln past, signs have been pi:t up. carneras have been put up' Sirnon to

he asked tc share any knowledge aird information frorn other Councils methods of

dealing with the problent

AII incidents tc be reported on SDC website section relating to Flytippinqt

13rS2.24 Date of next meeting. 7.30pm l\rlonday 8th April 2fi24.

G1ERK,S flr6l€- Iput luesday in err*r on fhe arigi*al agenda" Monday &'h is fhe

correcf dafe.
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